I am pleased with the 2nd Special Issue on the Interna tional Workshop on High Voltage Engineering (IWHV).
After the successful first workshop in Okinawa in January 1999, the second workshop was held at Tottori in November 2000 (Trans. LEE of Japan, Vol. 121-B, No. 4, p.571, 2001 ). Forty-four full papers in the field of high voltage engineering were presented, and selected papers passed the rigorous review process in time are on this issue. I would deeply thank the authors and the reviewers who are to be praised for their hard work to contribute to this special issue. Unfortunately, the review process has not been completed yet for some papers, which will appear on the later issues of the transac tions.
Besides the IWHV, there are several regular interna tional meetings having scopes close to those of this workshop in this region of the world. There has been discussion on the possibility to merge these meetings from the viewpoint of the authors who are difficult to join every meeting held in a short period. Each meeting, however, naturally has its own history and features, and it has not been successful to plan the third IWHV jointly with other meetings.
The principal uncommon feature of the IWHV is that the authors are demanded full-length papers, and an English special issue is published in the Transactions of the IEE of Japan. Demanding a full-length paper may be a barrier to collect many papers, however, it ensures the quality of presented papers. The publication and distribution of the English special issue fulfil the important objective of the IWHV to broadcast internationally information on the progress in the field of high voltage engineering in Japan.
The reason why we write an English paper is that we think of its circulation. From this viewpoint, I dare to mention that IEEE Transactions are far better than the Transactions of the IEE of Japan. I believe that the average quality of the papers in the transactions of these two institutes is not much different, at least in the field of electric power engineering. Nevertheless, English special issues have been planned for the Transactions of the IEE of Japan by the Power and Energy Society, and a few papers have been submitted to realized them. Most of the authors of these precious papers may have agreed to submit theirs to stimulate the Transactions of the IEE of Japan as the active members of the institute.
In Japan, individual researchers are going to be subject to review, and one of the measures of their achievements will be the number of papers weighted by the prestige of a journal on which the papers are printed. Publicly, it seems that there is not much prestige on the Transactions of the IEE of Japan, which might have triggered the discussion on the publication of regular English issues two years ago. A regular English issue has not been realized, and I would painfully admit that there is little chance that this English special issue will be widely read internationally.
The rigorous review, poor circulation and the expensive publication fee also discourage potential international contributors. The latter two barriers have to be removed for an English issue to bean attractive one. To waive the publication fee for English papers should be the easiest step toward the realization of attractive transactions. There may be objection against this proposal as French people might do, because Japanese is our own language. We now have to admit, however, that English is the common language in the scien tific and technical worlds. The improvement of the circulation is much more dif ficult. The first step is to collect English papers of high quality, which will be frequently referred to. This has already been done, and the authors are encouraged to cite their own papers in the English special issues at publication of their future works. Another possible measure on the side of the editorial board is to collect English papers into English issues, even if they may not be regular. This makes it easier for international readers to browse papers in these issues.
Presently, the number of English papers published in the Transactions of the IEE of Japan may be not enough to publish English issues without causing intolerable delay in publication of some of the papers. Planning of English special issues, like this issue on the IWHV, at least once a year will lead to the realization of the English regular issue.
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